
Massed Band Tenor Drum Score Information Sheet 
 

Voicing 
 
High (top space):  Concert B flat – One octave above the pitch of the bass drum. 
Medium (3rd space up):  Concert F – Interval of a Perfect 5th above the pitch of the bass drum. 
Low (2nd space up):  Concert D – Interval of a Major 3rd above the pitch of the bass drum. 
 
These pitches are not mandatory, but are written to serve as an aid, helping you choose what 
part you should play.  If there are more or less than three tenors in your corps, choose the part 
that is closest to the pitch of your own drum and play that part only. 
 
When the stem of a note faces down, as in bar 1 of the 4/4 tenor part, it indicates that the note 
should be played as a solo.  When the stem of a note faces up, as in bar 4 of the 4/4 tenor part, 
it indicates that everyone should play this note.  The unison parts are always located on the 
bottom space of the staff.     
 

 
Flourishing 

 
For the sake of uniformity all flourishing will be done as a group. 

 
The notation system used for the flourishes is the same as the one used by the snare 
drummers.  The right hand is indicated above the line and the left hand is below the line. 
 

      “S” – Single:  While the indicated hand strikes the drum, the other hand remains in   
          the air preferably at eye level, while the stick revolves counter clockwise in a  
     circular motion.  There are many different ways in which you can perform a  
     single.  The stick could revolve horizontally above your drum, at a 45 degree  
                 angle or at a 90 degree angle just off to the side of your drum.   

 
“D” – Double:  Similar motion to that of the single, the only difference being that both sticks  
       flourish at the same time.  When you come down to strike your drum you  
       cross your left stick over your right and strike with the right hand only.  As  
       you then start to bring your arms up again, the left stick begins to flourish  
       which in turn enables you to begin flourishing with your right hand. 
 
An arrow indicates that the same flourishing pattern should continue until the arrow ends. 
 
If you do not wish to flourish, repeat the rhythms played in the piano section of each part.  
 

 
If you have any questions contact Ian C. Gibson at:  

 
ian.gibson@sympatico.ca 


